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MOT LOR GORE BIG pi 


Ne KNOXVILLE, ‘JUNE 2, 1827. [Vor. I 
THOMAS STRINGFIELD—Epiror. 

( . Joun HENNI a, Jas. Cummine-—Publishing Committee 
—ctttetlieiatiiaes ncinmnatdimaisdaees ats itn beinh pokeuginndindty 
iTuder t fluence of religious exe iteme nt, if is an easy mat- 
‘for a gospel minister to lead on his happy folks, towards the 
and of pi mise. the christian’s home. But, when Zion’s sons 
1 daughters | - thea harps of melody upon the drooping 
hen her wheels move slowly on, as though she would 
ntirelv halt. how at and zealous must be thé efforts of him, 
who would be successful as leader of God’s dear children! He 
tust pray and water his sermons with tears of kind solicitude for 


the flock of which he has charge—he must trim the midnight 
lamp in “studying to show himself approve d a workman that 
— th not he he ashame d, rightly dividing the word of truth ”—and 

ail 1 hii ; ri and care, i, i many nasa S, he ean only keep 


ip hisnumber of regular, useful members. he is dome cood busi- 


ror THE MESSENGER 


My God! Aly God! 1 hy has! thou forsaken me ?—Math.xxvu. 46 


j 


y 

T! stupen cous and tragical scenes extubited in the 26th and 
ith chapters of St. Matthe w, deserve our most serious and 
affectionate attention. How we behold the blessed Jesus for sin 


len of Gethsemane, 


pleading with his father for the removal of the bitter cup of suf- 
tering. Whilst his “Soul is sorrowful even unto death,” we 
behold him in the palace of the High Priest, and at Pilate’s car, 
surrounded with the most cruel and enraged enemies, and treated 
uthe most abusive and shameful manner. We see Mailed te 
he cross and raised between the heavens and the ea erien- 
ing pain and agony unparalleled in the history Of Bran. He 
hangs, the subject of insult and object of derision, until intgenuity 
s exhausted and malice itself is fatigued with mockery. The 


; 


owers of darkness surround and assail him: every earthly friend 


\ 


} — . 4] 
ind guit—not his own prostrate i tie gare 






forsas him, whilst Ins heavenly Father, as it regardless of |): 
agonies aud prayers, seems to withdraw his presence and leave 
him to feel the fury of his wrath in the place of a fallen world. — 
This seemed almost too much to bear. He exclaims in the mids 
of this scene of conflict and suffering, “ My God! My God! ! why 
has thou forsaken me ?” All nature, sympathising with her God, 
seemed to expire above, beneath, and all around. Anzels, filled 
with astonishment and wonder, cease to trill the quive ring strings 
whilst Heaven bathed in tears, shrouds herself in solemn mourn 
ing. Let us, for a moment, conte mplate the Saviour’s humiliation 
in common with his personal dignity; his inteuse suflering, wit] 
the excellencies of his character and the de light the Father had 
inhim. Let us hearken to his complaints and groans; tet us atte nd 
to his strong crying and tears—his a; gony and temptations, anc 
the cruelty and conte mpt with which he was treated by Jews ane 
(xentiles, priests and rulers, people and_ soldiers. Let us view 
him on the cross, pouring out his blood like water, and crying out 
in lamentable accents, “* My God! My God! W hy hast thon for 
saken me 2” And what do we learn from these astonishing events 
Here we behold the eternal justice and holiness of God—th 
immutable excellency and obligation of his law—the inconceiva- 
hle odiousness and guilt of sin—the inestimable worth of ou 
souls—the infinite love of God for man—the vanity of the world 
—the misery of its deluded inhabitants, and the dire mali gnity ol 
the human heart, which nat urally conceived and expressed such 
«rue! hatred and contempt for him who “was the brightne St 
of his Father’s glory, and the express image of his person.’ > Let 
the infidel no longer cavil and object. Let him who goes about to 
establish his own righteousness, enquire why the son of God suf- 
iered thus, if his own pe rformances could atone for his sins o 
recommend him to the favor of God. Let the antincmian const- 
der of whe divine Saviour Saas honored the Law, to purchase hin 
the liberty of abusing and despising it. Let the careless take 
warning and flee trom the wrath to come, and the trembling mourn- 
r be encouraged to rest his hopes on the merciful redeemer.— 
he tempted and distressed belluine should conte mpli ite the scene 
and learn to imitate the humanity, meekness, patience, zeal and 
love of thy, ering Saviour, and cheerfully expecta happy event 
of eve and take strong encouragement to follow the be- 
nevol: § ss, through trials and temptations—good and evil 
report, (Phe conduct him in triumph to re alms of ineffable deligh! 
4nd glory inhis presence torever 5 











oa 


REVIVALS. 


Under this head, we discover, in looking over the different pa- 
pers, much to encourage and comfort the hearts of God’s dear 
children, of every denomination; for, among all, the good work 
is going on. Communications on the subject, are numerous and 
lengthy ; we, therefore make but few extracts from them , among 
which are the following : 

PROM ZION’S HERALD. 
ASHFORD CIRCUIT, CON. 

Dear Braorner,—It is with great pleasure { record the good- 
aesss Of God manifested among us the winter past. His gracious 
work commenced at our quarierly-meeting, held at Easiford, 
Dec. 2d and 53d; at which time the cloud of merey, that hung over 
us; seemed to spreatl wider and wider, until God’s children 
were ready to say, “arise, shine for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” An invitation was given 
to Mourners to come iorward for prayers; two penitent sinners, 
and two or three backsliders accepted the invitation. Many 


fervent prayers were offered to God in their behalf, the Spirit of 


‘rod followed them home, and ina few days one was happy in 
rod and soon another. Convictions were multiplied daily, and 
our ery was, “Lord, carry on thy work.” We have had pre- 
cious season ever sce. The work has been mostly confined 
‘o the west part of Woodstock; upwards of twenty have given 
evidence of a change of heart—seventeen of them have jeined 
the Methodists, and more we expect will join. At present, our 
class and prayer-mectings are well attended. Glory to God for 
reformation. Amen. 
Yours in the Lord’ 
Ashford, May 4, 1827 


WARREN WILBORE. 





POTSDAM. N. Y. 

The following extract of of a letter from the Rev. B. G. Pad- 
dock tothe Publisher of Zion’s Hereld, gives some further par 
ticulars of the great revival in that section, and presents a pleas 
ing view of the character of the work. *: 

‘‘As to the character of this great work of God, i: say, 


so faras I have been a witness, it has been attended with as 


. 
little enthusiasm as any I ever knew,—it has evidently been God’s 
work. Nothing extravagant;—dreams, visions, and false, 0 
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uhscriptural hid p re ssions, have ol attended it Not univedauey 
have we seen a mange congregation moved to tears, with, perhaps 
come sighs and groans. yet ta Chae to reign. Som 
the oldest me rs among us have said, they never saw so great 
a work, or sucha silentone. Whena poor sinner has come for 


ward tor prayers, the saints have united in prayer, first one, then 
another, and so on, until the mourner has arisen and _ praised 
(,od for his mercy. We have seen from 5to 10 brought to rv 


joice Inan evening 

“Our Presbyterian brethren, particularly in this town, have 
been much engaged, under the labors of their worthy | 
. P. Hoyt, aided by the priv: ate brethren. A xood 
cious work has been carried on in the ir congregations, 
stand that the number admitted, in this town, to their church. 
106. The Baptists have had afew added. Of the 350 1 men- 
tioned in my a letter, added on this circuit, not less than 150 
are of this town, and more than 100 of them of the village so 
ciety. There were about 40 only inthis society last September 
What hathGod wrought! About 150 have been adde d on @hi 
Ovdensburgh circuit, under the labors of our brother W.W 
Rundle. It is beheved that more than 1000 have been converted 
: this county, in 6 months past.” 

UNITY CIRCUIT, N 
Metract of a lett r from the Rev. Leonard Frost, tothe Publ 

Ziows Herald, dated Unity, April 24, 182% 

DEAR BROTHER, — ‘Since | wrote you last God has wonde 
fully revived his work on this circuit. At Marlow, one of the 
Sabbath appoitments, and where our beloved brother, the Re 

Dustin closed his ministerial labors with inexpressible joys 
and tranquility of mind, the work has been and still is, powertt 

we glorious: About one hundred have found pardon and are 1 
icing in hope—many others are anxiously inquiring what they 
must do to be saved, and our meetings are seasons of refre shing 
trom the presence of the Lord. Last week, I baptised twenty 
three, and several others are waiting for an opportunity. Six ot 
the number baptised reside in the same house. Am ong those 
converts is the only son and child of the Rey. P. Dastin. The 
towns of ilstead and Acworth have shared the work of the Lord 

My Sitlafion has been trying in many respects—my sensations 
have been keen, and I have passed many sleepless nights; but, 
amidst all my sorrows, prayer has been my support, and God has 
been my sunand shield. If I ever felt attached to the cause o! 
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( hirist it is now Souls never appeared more preciou I an 


| +} 


; . > 
’ solved as far as 1S possib eC lO advance i cause ot the Re 


i 
dcemer—and it is my steadfast resolution to give mv mort: 


interest up and make my God my all. O, glory! hallelujah! 


FROM THE ADVOCATE AND JOURNAL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION OF THI 
COPAL CHURCH. 
fier noticin r the lormation 
is society, makes the following remarks 


“We do nut ourselves perceive any special weight im the rea 


The New Orleans Observer, a 


rht a 

ins assigned for forming a separate union; yet, if Methodists 

via ‘ . . . 5 ‘ . = , ’ 9 

e unwilling » remain connected wilh American uniot 
. ' eae ¢ ‘ 

is alone ts perhaps a sufficient reason, lhere is no general 


i j =) 

yect, probabiy, in which they can better unite with Christtans 
f other denominations, than in the management of sabbath 
schools: and, indeed, we bclieve this is the last bond of union 


which remained to be broken ofi. Consequently, 1t may be expect 


s 
l that hereafter they willin all things pursue their own plans in 


their own way, and that others will co longer sufler fvom the 
lefection.”’ 

It may be proper, in qui ting the above pai igraph, to inform 
listant readers that the editors of the New York Observer are 
(the Presbyterian denomination. Vhat these gentlemen should 
ri ‘perceive any special Wely © 3D tl > Ce t ussiene 1 fos 
rorintt , as b Lh i L Be « { i Mi lis pis pal 

ru 1, OUGHt Nol, pel p55 € eI » Si O! i. iy 

e us Pos il ly 5.3 y rave I | i ‘ ny : ; 4 i] \ ¢ rhit 
nthe isons as ved for t e of Methodism itself 
ind were we to be governed by f#¢ir opinions, and to be tame 

led as dhey would lead us, it is not difficult to imagine, how 

uch of Methodism, in a meneration to come, would be left in 

orld, Lhe langua ec which they have thought proper to 

s¢ in relation to Methodists” bears the aspect of Intentional 

udeness But, as often happens in such cases, its chief eficct 
vill probably be to recoil upen themselves. 

Waen the Protestant Episcopal Church recently organized a 


ibbath School Untoen of their Own, Wwe have no recolles ion 


iat the editors of the Observer thought proper to make amy 


ublic attack upon them. Why we, though not first in such 

: movement have been thus distinguished, does not appear. 
What those gentlemen mean by others “no longer” suffering 
ym our ‘defection,’ is not exactly clear. It wou!d seem that 
ers have been suffering from us heretofore, and that 
\casere which we have now adon‘ed is to terminate those suf 


i 
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‘rings. Ifso,it may bewell. Yet it seems difficult to deses- 
mine whecker our adhesion or defection be the chief burden; foi 
on several occasions, and from several quarters, it has been pret 
ty piainly intimated, that the connexion of “Methodists” with. 
the American Sabbath School Union was a far on that institu 
tion, rather than otherwise; and a chari/yto us. In this view it 
is nota little stngular that so much sensitiveness should be man 
ifested, in those same quarters, at our being now disposed to en. 
deavour to help ouaselves. 

We had occasion once befure, in our tenth number, to notice 
the use of the term “defection” by the New-York Observer; and, 
from this repetition of it, it would seem to be a favourite term 
‘That was in an article of the Observer of the 4th of November 
last, taken from the Boston Recorder, and Telegraph, and head 
ed “Defection in New England.” <A part of that lamented de 
fection, when explained, proved to be, that a portion of the 
rood people of New England had become “JArminians.”” And 
from the ideas which some have been taught to entertain of prin- 
ciples of Arminians, it was probably supposed that this was vers 
little betcer than becoming “Arians,” with whom they were coup- 


led in that same article. If our present “defection” prove no 
worse than this part of that, our Armenian friends, at least, wil! 
probably excuse it. 

What the Observer means in saying that “this is the las 
bond of union which remained to be broken off,” is equally unin. 
telligible. What other bond have we broken? We know oi 


none, and should like one to be named. And as to this, it has 
been stated before that many of our friends had not enlisted in 
the cause of Sabbath schools at all; and many others have con- 
ducted their schools independently; though some of them lan 
guishingly, because they were not satisfied to connect themselves 
withthe American Union. Others had done it of necessity, be 
cause we had no union of our own, but have, at the same time. 
from various and distant parts, been calling on us to form one. 
We have done so. And we have done itto enlist those whe 
heretofore stood aloof: to revive and strengthen feeble schools; to 
unite independent ones; to afford an opportunity of choice tw 
those tvho have desired a union of their own, and at least to be 
able to obtain dooks of our own publication. Those who see no 
weight in all this have still their option; and what relations o: 
connexions they may judge best for the great objects which they 
have in view, are at their owndiscretion. But as the rensons al- 
ready assigned for the formation of a Sabbath School Union of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, are treated by the Observer as 
jight and trivial, we will proceed to sign some additional ones. 
The managers of the American Sabbath School Union, in 
heir last report say,—“The experience of the civilized worle 
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demonstrates that the character of the man is built on the prines 
ples instilled into the mind of the child.” In view of this grand 
axiom, they propose to spread themselves “over the whole ground 
of the religious education of youth;”—to make “the subjects of 
their immediate labours” the whole of the “three millions’? of chil- 
dren now constituting the rising hope of the country;—to “keep 
peace with every increase of population,” and consequently to as- 
gume to themselves the exclusive formation of the character of 
the entire future populationof our country, to every succeeding 
reneratiou, and nowever extended and multiplied! This is, in- 
deed, “an engine,” as the managers themselves “see in it,’— 
“which, when put into full operation, will work with great and 
unexampled power: And we confess it to be one, ip our view, of 
such power, that we are unwilling to trust the working of it, on 
eur children, to any other hands than our own. 

The board of the American Sabbath School Union avow them- 
selves “desirous, not only of furnishing their own schools with sui 
table books, but of introducing such books into different schools 
of a different description, and of rendering them so abundant as to 
force out of circulation those which tend to mislead the mind, and 
to fill it with what must be injurious toit in subsequent life;”— 
they being judges. 

“In pursuing this department of their labours’? they acknowl! 
edge that they assume an “immense responsibility—in becoming 
dictators to the consciences of thousands of immortal beings.’"— 
But they declare that “they have chosen to do this,’? making in 
any work which they publish, whatever alterations they judge ne 
cessary, “rather than tamely Issue sentiments which in their con- 
sciences they believe to be false, or inconsistent with the purity 
of divine truth; having chiefly in view the one grané object of gos- 
peltruth.’ Perhaps all very good. But whom shall we /rust to 
‘dictate’ whatis gospel truth ?—To dictate it exclusively, univer- 
sally, and perpetually ! and to compel all others to submit to the 
dictation by “forcing out of circulation,” not only from their own 
schools, Sut from schools of a different description, all books 
which they shall consider as not teaching “gospel truth,” and in- 
stilling into the minds of the whole of the children of the land, in 
order to form the character of the future men, such principles, 
for gospel principles, as they only, at their uncontrolled discre- 
tion, shall think proper to approve and sanction! ‘Yo effect this 
we are first solicited to lend our aid, and baving lent it, are then 
gravely told, that with an institution of such extent and power, 
which ourselves have helped to rear, it is impossible for us to 

hold any competition, even in the publication of books for ou 
own schools, notwithstanding the directions of our General Con 
ference; and that we must join with that institution, and move 
with es current, or sink! Verily we think thisis assuming rat! 
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er too much, and that it is time for us to awake (o the tendency of 
these measures : 

Now let us see, agreeably to the constitution of the American 
Sabbath School Union, what security we have for the characte 
of the publications to be issued from thai establishment, to suct 
an immense extent. 

The committee of publication consists of five members, repre- 
senting at least three different denominations, They must be al! 
laymen, nominated annualiy by two Inembers, ippomited by 1 
board, who with the president, or acting vice president, const 
tute a committee of nomination 

Of this most important commuitce, whose one grand object is 


“sospel truth,” to be presented “in the most palpable and most 


interesting form,’ no minisier of the gospel, though called and 


consecrated by the Holy Ghost bimself to the special work of ex 
pounding gospel truth, ts aliowed to be a member, That non 
but laymen are capable and worth» of so greata trust, or tha 
they are exempl from sectarian bias, and beyond the reach of se 
tartan influence, will hardly be argued. Yet it is a singula: 
anomaly that, under the same constitution ministers are employ 
ed as missionaries, to instil “gospel truth” into the ears of children, 
and of sabbath \0ol teachers, and itis intended to continue to 
employ them “tuo the utmost possible extent,” 

There isno security that a single member of the publishin; 
committee will at any time be a Methodist. Or if one,or more, 
by this year, there is no security that any willbe next year, or th: 
year following. It may be composed of “three different denomin 
ations;” of which a majority may govern; or all of them may be 
Presbyterians, Dutch, Reformed, and Baptists; or Protestant 
Episcopalians of the Calvinistic school. And this we say with 
out any sort of disrespect tathose denominations. But ifa Meu 
odist be on that committee, we have no security for his comr 
tency to its great duties, nor for his leisure and strength, to 
tend tothem. ‘The mere name of a Methodist on the commiite: 
is a very small matter, and especially of one in whose selectior 
very few of us have any voice: over whom we have no contro 
and who, for the performance of his duty, is no way tesponsibdl: 
to us. We do not trust our own publications, among ourselve: 
in soloose a way. Even those ministers, selected by our Gene: 
il Conference, for the publication of our own books, are not al 
lowed to issue any original work, without the previous sanctio1 
of an experienced standing Book Committee, or the recommenda 
tion of an annual conference. 

Chere is another striking feature in the organization of the 
board of managers of the American Sabbath School Union, whic! 
has had much influence in inducing us to form a union of ou: 


own It is the “Committee of missions. within their bodv.’ Vhs 
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sissionaries had been employed. And it was then resolved by 


he society “that it be ret ommenced (o the managers to prose 


ute this department of their labours lo ihe utmost possible evtent.”’ 
{hese misstonaries are expected not only to apply their attentio: 
‘o the business of Sabbath Schools, but also to preach to adults 
And in this way it is calculated that employment and support 
snay be afforded to many young ministers who may be sent out 
rom the theological seminaries, as well as some others, perhaps, 
vyho have no other special call; at least ull they can be enabled to 
olleci congregations in which thay may become settled. 

lor all this there must be funds. Hence the board of the 
nerican Sabbath School Union say, they “have resolved that 
he sums paid by societies, when becoming aurilary, shall be 

propriated to the misstonary fund.’—“That some associations 

‘-achers have made a similar appropriation of their collection: 
the Sundyv School concert of prayer,’ and they “:ecommend 
cir example to the imitation of all teachers of schools in con 
exion with this union.’”—A Primer, with the stereotype plate 
‘rom which it is printed, has also been presented by a member of 
the board, “on condition that twenty-five cents on every hundred 
opies sold, be appropriated to the missionary fund.” And we see 
othing to preventa similar revenue being hereafter set apart 
trom the extensive sales of other publications of the Union, fo: 
the benefit of the same fund: especially when thirty thousand dol 
lars shall have been raised, as in progress, for the buildings, &c 
\nd after this shall have been accomplished, there is not a parti 
of security in the constitution of that society, that a single Me 
nodist will continue to have any voice whatever in the manage 
nent of its concerns. This is acontingency wholly at the will and 
pleasure, at the annual option, not to say the caprice, of the | 
sting members, 

In this city, during the last year, a young minister was a; 
pointed as a missionary by the New | York Sabbath School Union, 
with a salary as we have understood of between six and seven 
iundred dollars.—When this was objected to by a Methodist 
member of the board, both on the ground ofits sectarian tenden 
‘y, and of the expense, several gentlemen, it is said, agreed to 

car that expense themselves. And for that year we presume 
they did. But the principle having been introduced, we have 
this year received acircular from the president of the union, re 
juesting that collections may be made in all our churches to sup 
port not only the missionary already appointed, but several more, 
whose services, in this city, we are informed, are considered ne- 

ssary. This is a small specimen of the progress of the system 

But, apart fromether: considerations, we are free to confess 

rat we are not PartiaPto¥N ational” combinations of an ecclesi 
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astical character. Ibey are touslike the armour of Saul buck 
jledon David. They donot fitus. Our simple sling and «tone 
we think suit us better:—our “town plans,” as the Obser 
pleased to express it, in our “own way:’’—the way in which ; 

1erciful God, hitherto, has been pleased to lead us; and which we 
understand. We doubt whether the ultimate tendency of “Na 
tional” societies for religious purposes, be favourable to the inde 
pendence of the untrammelled liberty of the existing Christian 
denominations; anc particularly of those which may be feebler in 
means, or in the arts of management. The existence and distinct 
operations of different denominations, in the present state of hi 
man society, we believe not unfriendly either to religious or civ)! 
liberty; nor inconsistent with the real interests of Christianity. 
nor with the will of Providence. 

That we have at any time been move backward than our Pres 
byterian brethren, in recognising the labours of our fellow Chri 
tians and fellow ministers of other denominations, the editors o' 
the Observer will hardly venture publicly to affirm. 

The time has been whengidicule, reproach, contempt, or utte 
oversight, was the measure dealt to Methodists. And for thei: 
ministers particularly, that time is not very far back. This cours: 
has failed; and with the blessing of God we have attained a di 
gree of respectability and numbers not inferior to our siste: 
churches, Of these the watchful ecclesiastical politicians ef th 
day, are now ready to avail themselves; and union is on the fu) 
tide of extensive experiment. This change has doubtless 
cause. For the present we shall leave it, and still pursue th 
even tenor of our way, through evil report and good report. The 
acknowledged bounds of gospel fellowship with other denomin 
ations as such, and with our Christian brethren individually, we 
are ready and free to maintain and to cultivate, For the rest, w 
ask those who cannot agree with us, simply to refrain from u: 
and to let us alone. If this work, or this counsel, be of man, 
will come to nought. Ifit be of God, they cannot overthrow it 


be, 
ind hapiy they may be found even to fight against God. The 


Sabbath School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church may 
yossibly be one of those events which He Himself has ordained 


ELOQUENT EXTRACT. 

“While we thus walk among the ruins of the past, a sad fee! 
ing ofinsecurity comes over us, and that feeling is by no means 
diminished when we arrive athome. If we turn to our friends, 
we can hardly speak to them before they bid us farewell. We 
see them for a little while, and ina few moments they are sen! 
away from us. It matters not how near and dear they are.— 
The tics that bind us to them are nevér, too strong to be broker 
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fears are never known ta move the king of terrors, nov is 1° 
enough that we are competled to surrender one more of those 
we love: for thouga the price is so great, we buy no favor 
with it, and our hold upon those who remain, is as slight as 
ever. 

“When a few more friends have left, a few more hopes de- 
ceived, and few more changes mocked us, we shall be brought to 
the grave, and the clods of the valley shall be sweet unto us, and 
many shall follow us, as they are innumerable before us’ All 
power will have forsaken the strongest, and the loftiesc will be laid 
low, and every voice hushed, and every heart wiil have ceased its 
beating, and when we have gone ourselves, even our memories 
willnot st.y behind us. A few more near and dear will bear our 
likeness in their bosoms, till they too have arrived at the end of 
their pilgrimage and entered the dark dwelling of forgetfulness.— 
In the thoughts of others, we shall live only till the last sound of 
the bell; which informs them of our departure, shall cease to vib 
rate into their ears.” 


The Christian Preacher —The Rev. Alex. Campbell, of Dover, 
Del., has issued the prospectus of a monthly publication, to bear 
the above title, and to contain one long sermon, or two short ones. 
Its general object is to detect error, and to exhibit and defend 
truth, on the difffeult and disputed doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion; and more particularly, “to examine the two great systems 
of theology, that now divide the Christian world—Calvinism and 
Arminianism—to detect the false principles of philosophy, which 
occasion the difference of Biblical exposition, and consequetly 
the difference of doctrine, between the advocates of the two sys- 
tems, and to prove, that upon the principles of true philosophy 
the favourite Scriptures of each system, even if literally under- 
stood, are not inconsistent with those of the other; in short, that 
Bible Calvinism and Bible Arminianism are not two discordant 
wholes, but the appropriate parts of one grand and consistent 
system of divine truth.”’ 

If he succeed in his undertaking, so as to unite the compatants 
in this wide contested field of theological controversy, he wil! 
have rendered aservice acceptable to ail who “pray for the peac: 
of Jerusalem.”’—~Philadelphian 

Mopesty.—It was a questiun, who had spoken in the happies: 
manner of modesty. A French author calls it the shadow of 4 no 
ble mind. St. Bernard styles it the jewel of manners, the sister of 
chastity, the guardian of reputition, the portion of all purity 
Diogenes was a cynic philosopher, and therefore may be supposed 
to express himself coarsely; but what description can be more 
delicate than when he called ablush the colour of virtue? 
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nom Dick’s RISTIAN PurLOsoPrHy 
Th scoveries of scien steal to Hat vati the Doc 
trine of the ten, a Conflagr ation. 

We are informed in the sacred Oracles, that a period 
is approaching, when ‘‘elenents shall melt with fervent 
heat, and the earth and the works that are therein, shal] 
be burned up.”? Science has ascertained certain facts 
in the constitution of nature, which lead us to form some 
conception of the manner in which this awful catastrop he 
may probably be effected, and also of the ease with which 
it may be accomplished, when the destined period shall 
have arrived. Lt was formerly stated, that the atmosphere 
or the air we breathe, is a compound substance, composed 
oftwo very different and opposite principles. termed oa y 
gen and nitrogen. ‘The o xygen, which forms about a 
fifth part of the atmosphere, is now ascertained to be th 
principle of flame; a lighted taper immersed in this gas, 
barns with a brilliancy too great for the eye to bear and 
even a rod of iron or steel is made to blaze under its ener 
cy. The modern infidel, like the scoffers of old, scout 
ihe idea of the dissolution of the world and of the restitu 
* tion of the universe, **because all things continue as the 
were from the begining of the creation, not knowing th 
scriptures nor the power, of God;” and not considering 
the principles and facts in the system of nature, which 
indicate the possibility of such an event. But, from the 
fact now stated, we may learn. how easily this effect may 
be accomplished, even in conformity with those laws 
which now operate in the constitution of our globe. For, 
should the creator issue forth his Almghty fiat:—*le! 
the nitrogen of the atmosphere be completely seperated 
from the oxygen, and let it exert its native energies with 
out control, wherever it extends:”’—from what we know 
of its nature, we are warranted to conclude, that instant 
ly a universal conflagration would commence throughou! 
all the kingdoms of natures notonly wood, coals, sulphur, 
bitumen, and other combustible substances, but ever 
the hardest rocks and stones. and all the metals, fossils 





349 


and minerals, and water itseli, which is a compound 
of two inflamable substances, would blaze with a ra 
pidity which would carry destruction through the whole 
expanse of the terraqueous globe, and change its present 
aspect Into that of a new world: at the same time all the 
other laws of nature might operate as they have hither 
todone since the c reation of the world. We do not mean 
positively to assert that this is the agent which the Al- 
mighty will certainly employ for accomplishing this 
catastrophe,(though we think it highly probable) since 
infinite power is possessed of numerous resources for 
accomplishing its objects, which lie beyond the sphere 
of our knowledge and comprehension. But we have 
brought forw ard this fact to shew, with what infinite ease 
his event may be accomplished, when Almighty power 
is interposed. By means of the knowledge we have ac- 
quired of the constitution of the atmosphere, and by the 
aid of chemical apparatus, we can form experiments on 
a small scale, similar in kind, though infinitely inferior 
in degree, to the awful event under consideration—and , 
therefore, we can easily conceive that He, who formed 
he expansive at mospher ‘which surrounds us and who 
nows the native ener zy of its constituent principles, 
may, by asimple volition, make that invisible fluid, in 
i few moments, the cause of destruction of the present 
constiiution of the world, & at the same time the means 
if its subsequent renovation, For, as fire does not auni- 
hilate, but only change the forms of matter. this clobe 
on Which we now tread, and which bears the marks of 
ruin and disraption in several parts of its structure: may 
come forth from the flames of the generl conflagration. 
purifiedfrom all physical evils, adorned with new beauties 
ind sublimities, and rendered a fit habitation for pure in 
telligences, either ef our own species, or of another order. 
Kor though ‘the Heavens,” or the atmosphere “shall be 
(lissolved, & theelements melt ith fe rvent heats” ‘yet,’ 
says the apostle Peter, “we, according to his promise, 
wok for new he avens and new earths. wherein dwellet! 
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ghteousness’ Whether after being thus renovated, if 
shall be allotted as the residence of the redeemed inhab- 
itants of the world, is beyond our province, at present to 
determine. But, ifnot, it will in all probability, be al. 
fotted as the abode of other rational beings, who may be 
transported trom otherregions, to contemplate a new proy 
ince of the devine empire, or who may be inrmediately 
created for the purpose of taking possession of this reno 
vated world. For we have reason to believe that, the 
energies of creating power will be continually exerted, 
in replenishing the boundless universe, throughout all 
the ages of infinite duration, and that no substances, 01 
worlds which God has created, will ever be suffered to 
fall into annihilation—at least, that the original atoms of 
matter will never be destroyed, whatever new forms they 
may assume, and however varied the combinations into 
Which they may enter. 

The above are only a few examples out of many which: 
were intended to be specified, of the illustration which 
the system of nature affords of the doctrines and facts of 
revelation, but the narrow limits of this volume preven! 
further enlargement. 

It was also intended to follow up the preceding discus 
sions with particular illustrations of the following topics 
The views which science affords of the incessant energies 
of creating power—the changes and revolutions which ap- 
pear to have happened, and which are stiil going o1 in 
the distant regions of the universe, as tending fo amplily 
our views of the grand and multifarions objects ovet 
which Divine provideuce preside—the connexion of 
science with a future state—ithe aid which the discove- 
ries of science affords, in enabling us to form a concep 
tion of the scenes of future felicity—of the employment 
of heavenly inhabitants, aud of their perpetaal advances 
in knowledge and happiness, and in their views of the 
perfections of deitv—the moral relations of intelligent 
beiues to their Creator; and to each other: and the phy 
sical grounds or reasons of those moral laws which the 
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Peity has promulgated for regulating the connate ane 
for promoting the harmony and order of intelligent agents 
—illustrations of the sacred writers to the system of the 
material world—the simultaneous progress of science and 
religion,considered as an evidence of the connexion of one 
with the other. ‘The moral effects of the study of science 
in connexion with religion—replies to objections aud in 

sinuations which have been thrown out against the idea 
of combining the discoveries of science with the discov 
eries of revelation, &c. But as illustration of these and 
various other topics connected with them would occupy 
two or three hundred pages, they must, in the meantime 
he postpdned., 
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CRUCIFIXION. 

There is a reciprocal crucifixion which [ should de- 
sire and seek after; first, that the world may be crucified 
nuto me; and; secondly, that LT may be crucified unto 
the world. ‘This is a noble figure representing. the 
Christian’s fall & free disentanglement from the world. 
‘Lo break the connexion, and cat asunder the bands be- 
iween two persons of the closest friendship, sameness 
af sentiment,, and oneness of interest enough that one 
party be crucified, for the other may still have affec. 
tions and feelings after the mangled, though once amia. 

le companion ; but when bothare crucified, all bonds 
are broken, and all ties are eternally dissolved. When 
one becomes noxious to society, an enemy tothe common: 
wealth anda rebel against just authority, then he merits 
such an ignominous death as crucifixion. Well, then. 
the world isan enemy to the life divine, uoxious to the 
welfare of my soul, and a rebel against the authority of 
Heaven Therefore [ should earnestly seek to have 
it crucified to my affections, and my affections to it.— 
When a person is crucified, his friends need expect no 
favor from him, and his foe s need fear no harm at his 
hand. So, ifthe world be crucified to me, IT shall 
neither court its smiles. ner fear its frewnms  F shall 
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spect nothing, and Esshall never be disappointed; | 
shall dread nothiog, and [ shall never be in danger 
He that would win Heaven must crucify the world: fo 
while the world lives in the affections, it will always 
roll itself between the soul and Heaven. Now, what a 
mighty mountain, what a steep ascent is this, the sad 
experience of unhappy thousands can tell, who never 
could climb over the terresirial globe to the heaveul) 
lands but intoxicated with pleasures, choaked withcares, 
and crashed with the ponderous mass, sink down to 
endless wo! Again, as a crucified man, whose extremi 
ties are bored through and whose body is besmeared 
with blood, and his countenane e disfigured in death, is 
avery moving spectacle to every fe eline beholder; so th: 
world, cructiie d to the | elieving soul, will appear vain 
and empty, vile and abominable, and loathsome for th 
fond embraces of mental aflection. Anda dead bod) 
soon becomes stinking carrion, so a crucified wor'd, 
the nostrils of a renewed soul, can send nothing up a 
anilt savour. All its perishing pleasures, which ai 
rich perfumes to carnal minds, will be but like open 
eraves to gracious souls. Finally, C shall be an im 
mense gainer by this double cracifixion; for as no ma 
will hoard up human skalls, bones, and putrefying ca 
casses, for a treasures so the world thus crucified, and 
all its vanities, shall be the object of my deepest cou 
tempt and loathing; while things spiritual, heave! nly, 
and divine, shall mek my whole esteem, and enris 
my soul for eternity itself, 


Axcry.—To be angry is to revenge the faults of others up 
ourselves.—ASwif/. & 
ReveEnGE.—It is a work of ps udence to prevent injury, and of 


rreat mind, when done, not to reve nge it. He that hath revenge 
in his power, and does not use it, is the great man: it is for re v 
and vulgar spirits to transport themselves; subdue your affectio 
—to endure injuries with a brave mind is one half the conqu 
Arrecration.—Affectation in any part of our carriage is ligh 
ing up acandle to our defects, and never fails to make us be take! 
otice of, either as wanting sense or wanting sincerity.— Lock 
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